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OGC HAS REVIEWED. \

9 Beptember 1955 1

MEMORANDUM FOR: Acting Chief, OL/TD/PA

SUBJECT : Shipment of Personal Automobliles

N -

L. A dispatch from the Chief, | [tc the Chief, FE,
dated 2 June 1955, reguests an interpretation of existing regulations
governing the shipment of persomally owned euvtamcbiles. The particular
question of concern is whether or not an employee assigned PCS to[ ] 25X1A6A
my, upon trensfer FC8 to the United States, have shipped to the United
States | | This question
iz asked in light of the fact that due to specific restrictions against

25X1A6A ismportation of automobiles into [ | trdnsportation of perscnal auto-
25X1ABA mobiles t.ol':lm not authorized by this Agency.
25X1A

2. CIA Regulation | | governs the shipment of persomally
owned autamoblles of employees transferred PCS to, from or between foreign
posts.
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"Incident to
assigmoent of smployees to perwmnent duty stations outside the continental
United States, its territories and possessions, the following expenses, in
addition to those normelly payable, may be allowed in ac with

{ Serviccngamtiom:... Expense
mtmrmimapﬂmwmwihfmormwwm
ewployee . . . (9) Travel and transportation expenses of dependents and
household goods and persomel effects (within established weight limitations)
and privately oamed vehicle, acquired subsequent to issuence of change in
amﬁmmmmum,mmmmmmmmmmm
the original order’. (Bmpbasis added) The corresponding section of the !
Foreign Bervice regulatioms (Section 603.615) provides that a truveller |
my elect to perform travel or transport his effects belween places other
than those specified in the tmmvel authorization provided that the actual
cost of direct transportation of effects shall be allowed in an maount not

- to excveed the cost vhich would have been inmvolved in direct transportation
between the points specified in the travel authorizetion. This section of
the Foreign Service regulations also provides that in comnection with appoint-
ment or transfer the trangportation of the employes's effects may commence
and termimnte at any place.

3. The Comptroller Generael has written two gpinions on the sublect of
transportation by Foreign Service officers of privately cwned sutomobiles
betwesn posts other than their posts of origin or destination. A published
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opinion in 1930 {10 Comp. Gen. 268) and an unpublished opinion in 1949
{(B-75565) each limits the reimbursememt for such shipment to ocuses where
the explioyes bed title to the property at the time of the shipment. How-
ever, neither ocpinion questicns the right of a Foreign Service officer to
have a privately owned sutcmobile shipped from s point other timn his point
of origin. The opinicn in 10 Comp. Gen. 268 sets forth the genersl rule
which is cited favorebly in B-75565:

"o entitle Foreign Sexvice officers to reimbursemsnt of the
ecost of transportation of household goods, including automobiles,
purchased while en route to a nsw post of duty, it must appear
that the trensportation charges were incurred only af'ter title
to the property passed to the officer and such charges mey include
only the actual and necessary cost of such transportation, subject
to limitations preseribed in the regulations, directly from the
place vhere title passes to him to his new post.”

This clearly contemplates and approves reisbursemsnt for shipment of after

.moguired automobiles and housebold effects. The State Departwent informs

us that they will ship s priwtely owned automobile to or from any point

for a Foreign Service officer provided that his reisbursement will be

limited to the cost of direct shipment from his peint of origin to his
25X1A6A

k., The fact that the Agency does not authorize shimmeut of privately

25X1A6A owmed autamobiles to [ |dces not, as & matter of lew or existing regula-

tion, affect the right of an employee stationed in| | to have an autcmo-

bile shipped to his next poet of duty upon trensfer PCS from | ] The 25X1A6A

Agency does not ship privetely owned autamobiles to | | because Army regu-25X1ABA

ations currently prohibit the importation of privately owmed vehicles. In
effect it 15 not Agency action but action of anwther authority which prohibits
the shipment and this does not change the right of an amployee to have

an autcmobile transported for him upon trensfer from provided of course 25X1A6A

that he has title to the automoblle at the time it is shipped.

5. It is the opinion of this Office that comtrolling laws and regula-
tions permit reimbursement for the cost of transporting privately owned
automobiles and household effects for or on behalf of employees transferrved
to, from or between foreign posts of duty inmeluding trensportation to or from
pointa other than the posts of origin or destimation provided that reimburse-
ment shall not exceed the cost of direct transportation between origin and

destinetion and provided thmt the esployee hms title to the property at the
time 1t iz shipped.
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